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Origins

• Established in 1998
• Like-minded wine-producing economies
• Mutual interest in facilitating international 

trade in wine

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The WWTG was formed following a meeting in 1998 of govt and industry representatives from like-minded wine producing countries who had a a mutual interest in facilitating international trade in wine
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Members

Adelaide | Australia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Seven original members

All New World economies

Georgia joined 2012
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Structure

• Collaboration 
– Industry sector
– Regulators
– Trade Ministries

• No permanent secretariat
• Rotating Chair

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The group is relatively informal, bringing together representatives from wine industries, government regulators and trade officials 

There is no permanent secretariat, with the Chair instead rotating among member economies



Adelaide | Australia

Meetings

• Annual meeting in economy of current Chair
• Intersession meeting (Brussels)
• Government and industry sectors meet 

together and separately
• Observers
• Invited speakers

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The annual meeting is hosted by the current Chair and is usually held in the southern hemisphere springtime

There is also an inter-sessional meeting (held in the northern hemisphere Spring) held in Brussels, which keeps momentum, and facilitates dialogue with the European Commission on matters of interest

Observers are welcome to attend meetings and we have a number of economies that have attended regularly as observers. We hope to encourage observers to eventually become members, and some have expressed an interest in doing so.

We also invite guest speakers to address the group on matters of interest. E.g. in recent years we gave received regular updates from the EC on its Product Environmental Footprint initiative [wine is included in the second wave pilot].
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Focus

• Information sharing
• Joint action to remove trade barriers
• Discussion on regulatory issues in markets
• Agreements to facilitate trade between 

members

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The main focus of WWTG is to facilitate international trade in wine 

Sharing of information helps the group to understand different regulatory structures. 
Harmonisation and equivalence are not always possible, but a better understanding of the difference makes mutual recognition possible

Cooperation on common issues, for example in international fora, can give members a stronger voice

The WWTG has negotiated a number of agreements that promote regulatory coherence between parties
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Benefits of Membership

• Market access
• Regulatory best practice
• Joint approaches to common trade problems
• Transparency and knowledge sharing

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The benefits are that members have certainty of market access for wine traded with other members

Regular sharing of information on regulatory best practice means that there is constant improvement and dialogue between regulators

Joint approaches to common trade problems gives us strength in numbers, for example in approaching a third market around barriers to trade

A culture of transparency and knowledge sharing means that members alert each other to issues of potential interest
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Strengths

• Trust and goodwill
• Agreed baseline and goals
• Stakeholder involvement
• Low cost/flexible structure
• Facilitation, not negotiation

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Trust and goodwill is crucial – between countries and also between industry and government sectors.

It is really about understanding the limits and possibilities of what each member can do, and working with that.

The group has a clear goal of trade facilitation in the interests of consumers and producers, and very clear baselines around WTO compliance and the right of every member to protect health and safety of its citizens, and to protect them from misleading and deceptive practices.

The agenda is developed closely between government and industry sectors, and some of the major achievements have been built directly on industry proposals.

It is not trade negotiation in the traditional sense. The group does negotiate on treaty-level agreements, but there is also a culture of sharing information and looking at other solutions.
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Achievements

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since its establishment in 1998 the WWTG has taken significant steps to facilitate trade in wine between its members
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2001: Agreement on mutual acceptance of 
oenological practices

Wine made according to rules of producing 
member economy accepted by all other 
members
• WTO consistency
• Health and safety protected
• No additional certification
• New practices subject to notification

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2001 it negotiated an agreement on mutual acceptance of oenological pratices.

The effect of this agreement is that if a wine that is made according to the health and safety and good manufacturing rules of the member economy in which it is produced, it can be exported to and will be accepted by all other members, without the need for additional testing, certification or other details being required.

Consumer health and safety protection for wine is governed by each member’s domestic regulations
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2007: Agreement on requirements for 
wine labelling

Single ‘market’ label for all destinations
• Alignment of common mandatory information
• Flexibility on other mandatory information
• Other descriptive information permitted
• Nothing misleading or deceptive

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This agreement enables wine exporters to produce one label design that will be acceptable in all WWTG markets

It has meant significant cost savings for exporters in WWTG member countries

It allows the placement of four pieces of common mandatory information - 
Country of origin
Product name
Net contents
Alcohol content

 - anywhere on a label, provided they are in a single field of vision
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2010 Memorandum of Understanding on 
Certification

• No routine certification or analysis for 
imports

• Health and safety, legitimate concerns 
protected

• WTO/Codex consistency encouraged
• Commitment to exchange of information on 

maximum residue limits
World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This one does what it says on the slide

It is an agreement that members will not routinely require certification or analysis for wine, unless there is a legitimate health related risk, for example a known contamination

In that case, members are encouraged to ensure consistency with WTO / Codex Alimentarius

Members are committed to regular exchanges of information about MRLs
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2013 Protocol to 
2007 labelling agreement

• Alcohol tolerance
• Vintage
• Variety
• Wine region

World Wine Trade Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2013 the group agreed a protocol to the 2007 labelling agreement.

This agreement covers definitions for alcohol tolerance, vintage, variety and wine region.
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2014 Tblisi Statement on Analytical Methodology 
and Regulatory Limits

Avoid 
unnecessary 

analysis

Consider 
relevant existing 

standards

Regulatory 
cooperation

Common system 
of units

Harmonise 
expression of 

regulatory limits

Harmonise 
expression of 

analytical results

Specify method 
for analytical 

levels

Accreditation of 
laboratories

Validation of test 
methods

Authentic 
samples

Measurement 
uncertainty
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most recently at the meeting in Tblisi, Georgia, WWTG governments have endorsed the Tblisi Statement on Analytical Methodology and Regulatory Limits.

This is a non-binding statement, which acts as a reference to help achieve regulatory coherence for wine.

It sets out a list of principles that WWTG members agree to work towards, and abide by.  The principles are focused on setting trade facilitating regulatory systems, and science-based limits. 

In my presentation I won’t go into details about each of these principles, because this detail will be covered a little later when you hear the report from the International Wine Technical Summit from Patricia Nedialkova.

The statement responds to concerns initially raised by the WWTG Industry section in 2012. 

It is believed that these principles, if implemented by our governments and other governments around the world, could have a significant and positive impact on trade facilitation. 

They would work to reduce confusion and unnecessary costs, as well as to enhance the confidence that all sectors could enjoy in the robustness of laboratory testing results.
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On-going Priorities

• Arrangement on anti-counterfeiting and data 
exchange

• Market access facilitation for trade samples
• Harmonising MRLs
• New Members

World Wine Trade Group
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Thank you for your attention

Kate Smith
Kate.smith@mpi.govt.nz

mailto:Kate.smith@mpi.govt.nz
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