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Report of the APEC FSCF Special Session 

On 13 September 2014, in Beijing, China, a Special Session of the  APEC Food Safety Cooperation Forum (FSCF), including food safety regulators and key international stakeholders, met to discuss progress with the FSCF Action Plan to Implement the APEC Regulatory Cooperation Plan.  This plan was endorsed at the 4th APEC FSCF, held in April 2013, in Surabaya Indonesia.

The objective of the FSCF Action Plan is to promote alignment to relevant international standards wherever possible consistent with WTO obligations (the goal to which APEC Ministers agreed in 2011 and reaffirmed in 2012).  In Surabaya it was agreed that work would focus on two initial areas (export certificates and pesticide maximum residue limits) with additional areas to be subsequently identified and actioned.

The FSCF Special Session reviewed progress on the Action Plan in the two areas, discussed next steps, and discussed proposals for additional focus areas  and further work. 
a) Export Certificates
1. The FSCF noted prior FSCF PTIN work on export certificates, including a workshop in 2012, which examined the utility of official export certificates, the challenges in issuing them, the appropriateness of export certificates for their intended purpose, food industry mechanisms for meeting commercial and official requirements, and other effective means for countries to provide assurances.  Based on this work, consensus grew about the value of continuing work in this area.  An electronic working group (eWG) was convened to move the work forward.   

2. Under the FSCF Regulatory Cooperation Roadmap for Export Certificates, the eWG produced 3 documents, the first “tools” in the APEC toolbox.  These were endorsed at the FSCF Special Session:

a. a common nomenclature document, 
b. a certificate compendium 
c. and an electronic certification document.  

These documents, combined with the Export Certificates Principles and 
Recommendations document, provide a solid foundation for continued work on export 
Certification.

3.  The FSCF commended the work to date as consistent with APEC’s efforts to create an environment for the secure and efficient movement of goods, services and people across borders in the region through policy alignment and economic and technical cooperation as well as the Food Safety Cooperation Forum’s (FSCF) overall goal to promote alignment to relevant international standards, such as Codex Alimentarius (Codex), the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), among APEC member economies. 

4. The FSCF supported new and ongoing? work on;

a. Electronic certification guidance
b. Development of risk profiles to identify low and high risk commodities
c. Development of APEC model certificates and attestations based on existing relevant international standards 
d. Update of the Principle Document
e. Proposing new work for Codex Commission on Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS) 

5. The FSCF endorsed the pilot work done in the APEC Wine Regulatory Forum on export certificates which included a study on export certificate requirements among APEC economies that will allow economies to reevaluate the need for having export certificates to the point of eliminating at least some of the certificates or reducing the burden on government and industry through self certification, consolidation, electronic certification, and mutual acceptance agreement

6. The FSCF commended the progress of the WRF pilot on export certificates work to examine consolidation of export certificates through the development of a model export certificate that takes into account common elements of different certificate requirements. The common goal for this consolidated certificate is to reduce the unnecessary burdens caused by export certificates, in the economies that currently require them.
b) Pesticide Maximum Residue Limits

1. The FSCF endorsed four broad principles for the harmonisation of MRLs within the APEC region: 

· Participation in development of Codex MRLs through involvement in the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR).
· Adoption of Codex MRLs in domestic legislation and in trade.
· Exchange of data or work-share to support establishment of pesticide MRLs by member economies, particularly if there is no equivalent domestic MRL.
· Development of unilateral ‘recognition’ or ‘import tolerance’ on a case-by-case basis, where practical and appropriate to domestic regulation, for specific pesticide/commodity MRLs of trading partners.

2. The FSCF endorsed the proposed future activities to further progress the pilot work on wine grapes and wine MRLs such as developing additional communication linkages, data compilation and exchange of work and capacity building and training.

3. The FSCF commended the progress of the Action Plan for Pesticide MRLs in wine grapes and wine.

4. The FSCF endorsed a second pilot pesticide MRL project on an unprocessed food commodity and agreed on mango as the tropical fruit to be used. Members also agreed to commence work to implement the second pilot project. 
	Comment by Megan Crowe: Should this go in Section c instead?
5. The FSCF commended the contributions of the work by the Wine Regulatory Forum to both of the FSCF Action Plan projects.	Comment by tengdl: This could go somewhere else?

c) Additional Regulatory Cooperation work

Members were encouraged to consider additional areas where regulatory cooperation could be advanced.

6. The FSCF looks forward to the biennial meeting to be held in the Philippines in 
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